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It is easy to be cynical about the reputed accomplishments
of the great: "The rich man speaks folly and all praise him, the
poor man is wise and they mock/ Ascham, of course, .was en-
thusiastic over his pupil; and touched a little by her state. But
Elizabeth lived in an age that schooled its children with cruel
diligence. She was notoriously quick and intelligent, and she
had a real love of learning. Even as a sovereign, with a per-
plexing round of duty and worry, she did not abandon her
studies. In 15 62 Ascham was reading Greek and Latin with her
every day, and he said that she read more Greek in a day than
some prebendary of the Church did Latin in a whole week.